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Tijdschrift voor de studie van de Verlichtingc Themanummer: De politieke filosofie van : ;> Lol s
Br) ‘_,.M.J ygay YOY-YFY Law ¢ Spinozac Fde jaargang: YAVA« nrs. 1-4

/ http://www.ernestmandel.org/nl/werken/txt/1978/spinoza.htm ] Translation by Alex de Jong.
Notes:

)-Spinoza is the first political thinker to secularize the state and politics, separating it from religion.

Among other sources, see Jean Préposiet,Spinoza et la liberté des hommes (Paris, 1967), pp. 136-7.

Y  Tractatus Theologico-Politicus, cited here and further on from The Chief Works of Benedict de

Spinoza, introduction and translation by R.H.M. Elmes (New York, 1951 ), vol. 1, p. 259.

Y L.S. Feuer,Spinoza and the Rise of Liberalism (Boston 1958), p- 101. Spinoza emphasizes in

the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus (op. cit. p. 262) that democratic rule is superior.

¥  Tractatus Politicus, quoted here and further on from The Chief Works of Benedict de Spinoza, vol. |,

op. cit.

O  See Gebhardt’s introduction to the German edition of Tractatus Theologico-Politicus (Leiden,

1925) p- 21. Also see Paul Verniére, Spinoza et la pensée francaise avant la révolution (Paris, 1954).

%  Also see the passage in Tractatus Theologico-Politicus condemning the stating of rebellious
thoughts (op. cit., p. 262). This is repeated in the Tractatus Politicus (op. cit. p. 326). Itis also stated that

even unjust instructions from the state should be implemented (op. cit. pp. 302-3).

V- Ethica, quoted here and further from Ethik, German translation by Otto Raensch (Leipzig, 1922), PP-
242,274, 275.

A Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 289.

— QPaul Verniere, op. cit., p. 681

V+  Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 313.

VY Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 314, Tractatus Theologico-Politicus, op. cit., p. 259.

VY  Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 341.



VY For example the doctrine of the original ‘state of nature’ or the doctrine of the duty to obey the

state.

V¥ Editor’s note: Johan de Witt (1625-YY) was a major political figure in the Dutch Republicina
period when merchant capitalism made it an international power. De Witt was a leader of the
republican Staatsgezinde camp, the ‘party’ of the merchant elite that favoured a shift of power from the
central government to the regenten, the prominent merchant capitalists. Their opponents were the
Orangists, supporters of the princes of Orange and the House of Orange-Nassau. That Spinoza and
Johan de Witt knew each other was long a popular notion, but it has been disproved. See: Herbert

Harvey Rowen, John de Witt, Grand Pensionary of Holland, 1625-1672 (Princeton, 1978) pp. 410-411.

YO  Seefor example the introduction to the Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 289. We are dealing here
with a misunderstanding concerning Spinoza’s method. The study of the existing political conditions is
his point of departure for scientific study, but that is in no way in order to condone those conditions.
Spinoza wants to understand social-political conditions in order to be able to change them towards the
goal of a rational freedom for the populace. This methods contains a seedling of the essence of Marx’s

famous theses on Feuerbach.

V¥  Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 360. See Paul Verniére, op. cit., pp. 684-7. The constitution drafted
by Siéyes was supposedly inspired by this part of the Tractatus. See George Pariset, ‘Siéyes et

Spinoza’, Revue de Synthése historique, vol. X11, 1906.

VY LS. Feuer, op. cit., pp. 150-51; also 92-3, 98.

YA LS. Feuer, op. cit., p. 153.

YA For example, Tractatus Theologico-Politicus, op. cit., end of introduction.

Y+  Madeleine Frances, ‘La liberté politique selon Spinoza’, Revue philosophique de la France et de

létranger, no. 3, 203, 1958, juillet-septembre.
Y-Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 305. See also p. 312.

YY —De Vindiciae contra tyrannos, quoted in Francis William Coker Readings, Political Philosophy,

revised enlarged edition (New York, 1948), pp- 351ff.

YY  See: Immanuel Kant, Kant’s Principles of Politics, including his essay on Perpetual Peace. A
Contribution to Political Science [\V‘\Y’], trans. W. Hastie, Edinburgh: Clark, 1891 ) ; part 11, ‘Principles
of Political Right’ (online at: [https:/ [olllibertyfund.org/titles/kant-kants-principles-of-politics-

including-his-essay-on-perpetual-peace ], Locke, Second Treatise of Government ( 15A ‘i).
Y¥  Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 319.

YO Jean Préposiet, op. cit., pp. 239-40.



Y? Pieter de la Court, Interest van Holland ofte Gronden van Holland’s Welvaren (\ F'F'Y), p- 40. Also see
his Aanwijzing der heilsame politieke gronden en maximen van de Republiek van Holland en West-
Friesland () $54). Recently, a similar debate took place over the meaning of the word ‘servant’ in
writings of Levellers during the English revolution. Here as well it concerns the denial of the right to vote
to this group. C.B. Macpherson [The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism, p. 107, and “Servants
and Labourers in 17th Century England”, in Democratic Theory Essays in Retrieval, Oxford 1973] argues
for an interpretation of ‘servants’ as including all wage workers. Peter Laslett (“Market Society and
Political Theory’, in Historical Journal, vol. 7, no. 1 (1 964) says ‘servant’ only includes domestic servants

in this category.

YY  See).P. Raszjumovski, ‘Spinoza und der Staat’, in Unter dem Banner des Marxismus, YAYY, nr. 2-

3.

YA - For Hobbes peace means only ‘law and order’, the opposite of unrest. But for Spinoza, a ‘peace’
founded on slavery and tyranny is worse than unrest. The subtitle of the Tractatus Politicus describes it as
a treatise aiming to prove how to avoid tyranny and ensure peace and freedom for the citizen (op. cit., p.

279).

YA Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 297.

Yo Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., 11, § 15, 16.
YY)  Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 296.

YY1 Tractatus Politicus, op. cit., p. 311-312.

YY" Aremarkable study of the proletariat and semi-proletariat in the French revolution is the book by

Daniel Guérin, Bourgeois et bras nus,1793-1795 (Paris, Yo \Y‘).

Y¥  .The Social Contract, book I11, end of section ‘Democracy’. Online at:

[http://constitution.org/jir/socon_03.htm#004 ]
YO  Ethica, op. cit., pp. 149, 241
Y'¥  L.S.Feuer, op. cit., pp. 42-3, 45, 56, 58.

Y'Y  For example J. Podenfoord (Den Haag, 1697), ‘Avec ses idées de communisme, il tache de

détourner les hommes et “les jeunes gens de la bonne vie” ’(cited in Feuer, op. cit., pp. 55, 273).
YA Tractatus Politicus, op. cit. , p. 376. See also pp. 367, 383-4.
YA Tractatus Theologico-Politicus, op. cit., p. 207.
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[i] the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus and the Tractatus Politicus,
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